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and with spirit. It can be read with pleasure, and is to be recommended to 
those who have gained profit from other Stoic writers, such as Marcus Aurelius, 
but who, because a translation was lacking, have been unable to study Seneca's 
Epistles in their attempts to learn — as Lodge puts it — "how to live and how 
to die well." 

Allan H. Gilbert. 
Cornell University. 

The Theory of Environment: Part I, An Outline of the History of the Idea of 
Milieu, and its Present Status. By Armin Hajman Roller. Menasha, 
Wisconsin, 1918. — pp. x, 104. 

This book deals with the influence on man of geographical and climatic 
environment. The author says in the Preface : " My present concern in this 
theory being genetic and historical, it seemed best to assemble all the sources 
one could find bearing on the history of the theory and to indicate the trend 
of its development in a rough preliminary sketch." 

It seems as though this work, with two-hundred and ninety-four footnotes on 
ninety-four small pages of large type, might have been made frankly a chrono- 
logical bibliography of the important works on the subject, with comment, 
and an introduction, for that is what it essentially is. Even the text is made 
up mainly of quotations, often not from the work the author is discussing, 
but from some book about it. The author even needlessly quotes incorrect 
statements, calling attention to their errors. He ventures to say something 
himself, it seems, only when he knows of nothing that has been written about 
the book he is treating. The use of so many footnotes, numbers of which 
could have been omitted or combined with others, and the dependence on 
quotation do not represent the best scholarly method. This second-hand 
procedure is like that of the Scribes, who did not teach as though "having 
authority." One gains — wrongly, I trust — the impression that Dr. Roller 
has not studied for himself some of the authors, especially the earlier ones, 
with whom his quotations deal. The section on Jean Bodin (pp. 14-21), for 
example, is valuable or not according to the worth of what is apparently a 
dissertation by a pupil of Lamprecht's, on which the author depends. We 
must all use the critical writings of our predecessors, yet if we do not read a 
book independently, we cannot assure either ourselves or others of its his- 
torical importance; it is one of the diseases of scholarship that, when we might 
read the great books themselves, we read and accept current interpretations 
of them. An advanced student should use an exposition of any work of im- 
portance to him not as a substitute for it, but as a key to it. It is strange that 
Dr. Roller, so precise in similar matters, allows himself to quote at second 
hand. For instance, he does not quote from the original of the Nouvelle 
Geographie Universelle, but relies on a German translation of extracts included 
in another work. He does not claim completeness for his study, yet he need 
not have neglected the greater Latin authors. Cicero (De Fato 7) ,for example, 
echoes Plato (Timaeus 24) in speaking of the effect of the climate of Attica in 
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producing wise men, and Lucretius (De Rerum Natura 6.1 103-18) mentions 
the effect on mankind of various climates. In connection with Bodin the 
author might have said something of the Italian economist Giovanni Botero, 
and perhaps of the German cosmographer Sebastian Miinster. Since 
Shakespeare is included, Milton should also appear, for he suggested that 
"cold climate" might prevent him from rising high in poetry {Paradise Lost 
9.44-6), and in his tractate Of Education he mentions the supposed effect of 
northern air on language. The author does not handle his subject philosophi- 
cally or critically: he does not, for instance, remark on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the statistical method used by the brilliant Ellsworth Hunt- 
ington in the work summarized at rather disproportionate length on pp. 97-103. 
Dr. Koller's English style is also not beyond improvement. 

But though the book cannot be given high rank as a historical treatise, it is 
useful, for it does something toward satisfying our real need for a history of 
geographical theory — a subject which has not yet been adequately treated. 
In judging Dr. Koller's production we should remember that he did not have a 
beaten track to follow. We cannot but welcome it as a bibliography such as is 
not elsewhere to be found. The references to work done during the past 
century, both on the history of the subject and in its further exposition, seem 
very full. Such valuable assistance in our study of the inclusive and impor- 
tant subject of man's relation to his physical surroundings is gladly to be 
received. The work also deserves praise for indicating that this relation was 
observed in antiquity, though it has received systematic attention only in 
recent times. We should commend the author because he undertook this 
historical and scientific study as a student of literature, for it is the result of 
his desire to understand Herder's theory of milieu. Such a study is by nature 
altogether above the ordinary loose talk about a poet's theory of nature, and 
suggests a method of finding out what a poet's theory really is. A student of 
literature who engages in such labors reveals a true appreciation of the com- 
plex nature of literature in its infinite connections with the thought and life 
of men, and is evidently aware that its adequate interpretation requires wide 
and deep knowledge. 

Allan H. Gilbert. 
Cornell University. 
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Studies in the History and Method of Science. Edited by Charles Singer. 
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